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 He was a Greek Philosopher who developed an 
observational and logical method for investigating the 
natural world. He is marked as the most important 
philosopher of western tradition along with Plato. 
Aristotle was less interested in mathematics than Plato 
and more interested  in empirical world. Aristotle 
oriented his thought to the dynamic realm of 
becoming whereas Plato’s thought was fixed more 
upon the static realm of timeless being. Important 
Philosophical books are on Metaphysics, Nicomachana
ethics, Politics, Organon, on the soul etc. 



 Aristotle had a life long interest in the study of nature. He 
investigated a variety of different topics, ranging from 
general issues like motion, causation, place and time, to 
systematic explorations and explanations of natural 
phenomena across different kinds of natural entities. These 
different inquiries are integrated into the framework of a 
single enterprise describing the domain of natural entities. 
Aristotle provides the general theoretical framework for 
this enterprise in his physics, a treatise which divides into 
two main parts, the first an inquiry into nature and the 
second  a treatment of motion/change.



 In this work, Aristotle sets out the conceptual apparatus for 
his analysis, provides definitions of his fundamental 
concepts and argues for specific about motion, causation, 
place and time and establishes the existence of unmoved 
mover of the universe, a supra-physical domain could not 
remain in existence.

 According to Aristotle, Nature is an inner principle of 
change and being at rest according to its nature may serve 
as an explanation of the event. We have to describe how-to 
what extent, through what other process and due to what 
agency – the preconditions for the process of change or of 
being at rest are present. 



Nature as inner Principles of change and rest are 
contrasted with active and passive powers or 
potentialities. Because natures beside the active and 
passive potentialities are ultimate grounds in causal 
explanations. Aristotle sets out how they are integrated 
with the doctrine of causation. Aristotle’s conception of 
the natural world is badsed fundamentally on change. 
Change takes place according to four different kind of 
cause. He investigates the fundamental principles of 
nature by asking what takes place in a process of change. 
He outlines four causes that explain change.



 Aristotle says that human and cosmic production i.e. 
nature are regarded as same. He says that there are 
four kinds of causes which are as follows:

 Material cause – It is regarded as a cause from which   
substance is produced. The wood is regarded as the 
material cause for making a chair. It is out of which an 
effect is constructed or something is developed. Seed 
is the material cause of plant and tree is the effect and 
both are mixture of both matter and form.



 Efficient Cause – Potter is the efficient or instrumental 
cause and clay is the material cause. For Aristotle, not only 
the instruments used but potter himself is the efficient 
cause. He uses this term in in a broader sense. For 
Aristotle, it is the motion which is responsible for the 
production of effect and so it is the motion which is the 
efficient cause.

 Formal Cause – Formal cause is that form which the 
material cause assumes. Potter has a definite form in his 
mind while making a pot. It is not always used in the sense 
of idea and it is also used in the sense of a shape.



 Final Cause – Aristotle believes in purposive or 
teleological explanation of the world and not 
mechanistic explanation. Emergence of effect from 
cause is because of some purpose and that purpose is 
the final cause. Final cause guides and regulates the 
efficient cause. Hence the final cause is the real cause 
of becoming  and movement in the world. Ultimate 
final cause is God.


