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Postcolonial literature in India means the literature which began to emerge at the end of British rule  

of India. It is in poetry that the post independence period witnessed the most crucial developments. In  

the fifties arose a school of poets who tried to turn their backs on the romantic tradition and write a verse  

more in tune with the age, its general temper and its literary ethos. Nissim Ezekiel is one of the most  

important Indo-English poets of the post-independence era and his "Night of the scorpion" is one of his  

best known poems. Women poets form a sizeable school in modern Indian English literature and in  

most outstanding work is by Kamala Das, a bilingual writer, who has earned a respectable place both in  

English and Malayalam. Kamala Das's poetry is primarly autobiographical and her theme is love.  

The most outstanding poet of the sixties is A.K.Ramanujan. India and his Indian experience is the  

subject matter of his writings. His poetry draws its sustenance from his intense awareness of his racial  

burden, his Hindu heritage. Ramanujan's persona finds his entire anatomy bred in an ancestor's bone.  

The Poets who dearly show the postcolonial aspect in their writings are Nissim Ezekiel, 

A.K.Ramanujan and Kamala Das.  

Postcolonial writers try to potray a true picture of India. There was a struggle for self identity. 

Postcolonial writers rejects the norms and traditions set by the colonial masters.  
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Introduction :The term postcolonial can be defined in  

two ways. Post-colonial with a hyphen means literature  

that was produced in the period marking the end of  

British rule. Postcolonial literature critically scrutinizes  

the colonial relationship and rejects the aesthetic norms  

and values set by the colonial masters. The postcolonial  

writers reject the claims to universalism made on behalf  

of canonical western literature and seek to show its  

limitations of outlook. They foreground questions of  

cultural difference and diversity and examine their 

treatment in relevant literary works.  (Barry, Peter, 
nd 

Beginning Theory, (2  Edition), Viva Books Pvt. Ltd., 
page no.-199). 
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With the attainment of Independence on 15 August  
1947 the literary world of India showed a remarkable  
change. It is possible to argue that the rightful  
assumption of a recognized national identity after 1947 
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has proved a great gain for the Indian English writer. It 

has given him greater self confidence, widened his 

vision and sharpened his faculty of self-scrutiny (Naik, 

M.K., A History of Indian English Literature. (2004). 

Postcolonial literature is sometimes called "New  

English Literature". It is a body of literary writings that  

reacts to the discourse of colonization. Postcolonial  

literature often deals with the issues of formerly  

subjugated to colonial rule. Colonialism usually works  

through the use of brutal force employed by one country  

to exploit another community and obtain economic  

wealth. Colonialism most commonly was the abuse of  

native people. The postcolonial perspective emerged as  

a challenge to this tradition and legacy; it attempts to  

illegitimate the idea of establishing power through  

conquest. The postcolonial writers rejected the norms  

set by colonizers and presented their ideas in a way they 
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