
 
 
 
 

History  
Explore, 2010, Page No. 38-42 

patnawomenscollege.in/journal Vol. II    No. I  

A Study on Human Rights and Police Excesses  
 

Shilpa*, Dr. Sister Matilda Pereira  A.C.**  

B.A. III, History Honours, Patna Women's College, Patna University, Patna  

**Reader, Department of History, Patna Women's College, Patna University, Patna  

 

India is a sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic republic. Every attribute of the republic is 

bedrocked on human rights-the sovereignty of the people over the entire resources of the nation, the 

secular, liberation which interdicts discrimination against individuals and groups on religious grounds, the 

socialist harvest of economic, cultural and other rights. These are meaningful significant 

constitutional position implicit in the system of republic and made more explicit in the preamble and 

parts III and IV which have been called the Conscience of the Constitution.  

A policeman is constitutionally and statutorily imbibed with the authority and power to protect 

citizens and maintain law and order in the society. Law gives powers to the police to exercise force for the 

purpose of peace-keeping. Indeed, the mandate of the police to use force to curb greater violence and 

disorder raises the key issue that the police themselves should not indulge in abuse or misuse of force. 

Exercise of police powers must be subjected to checks and balances and should not be arbitrary in nature 

which would prevent the common citizen to approach him.  

As a matter of fact, no State body with the possible exception of the armed forces stands on a 

routine basis between the protection and endangerment of human rights.  
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Introduction :The word police comes via French from 

the Latin lexicon Politia (“Civil Administration”), which 

itself derives from the Ancient Greek for polis (“City”). 

Ever since civilized societies came into being, police 

force, in one form or the other has been made to 

function. Dating back the very history of police from 

ancient times Kautilaya and Yajnavalkaya categorically 

defined the basic functions of police as Detection of 

crime, arrest of suspicious person, protection of civil 

population and Prevention of illegal acts. 

With the dawn of the East India Company on Indian 

soil, there was nothing specific to pronounce as the 

administration of police system was left untouched till 

1792 A.D. Lord Cornwallis brought out certain changes 

in the police administration which culminated in making 

the police force responsible to the company. 

The present police system is developed on the basis  

of the police act, 1861. The Archaic police law needs 
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important modifications due to changing socio- 

economic situation.  Of late, with the advisory guidelines  

put forth by the various eminent police officers,  

researches and the guidelines of National Police  

Commission, the process of revitalizing the police  

administration has taken new dimensions in the  

educational qualification, training and also with a  

humanitarian touch to deal with the common man and  

general public. The work culture includes impartial  

dealing of everyone. 

Hypothesis : 

The study of police brutality is important since it  

illustrates fundamental conflict that arises from policing  

in a democratic society. The existence of the police  

brutality is due to these reasons enumerated below : 

   The vast arbitrary powers given to the police have  

 corrupted many of them. 

   State or the central govt., they have almost 
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