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Public transportation is an important part of the nation's economy. With only around 10%  

households owning motorcycles and 0.7% cars, public transport is both a necessity as well as a  

convenience. In Patna (Bihar), this percentage goes even lower. Thus, Cycle Rickshaws form a  

prominent feature in the local transportation system of Patna. Rickshaws are mode of human powered  

transport and it is referred to as a runner drawn two wheeled cart which seats 1 to 2 persons. Here, a  

casual observer can see that a large number of commuters use rickshaw as their medium of transport.  

They carry the passengers to and fro at anytime of the day unmindful of their health, bad weather  

conditions and the inconvenience caused due to rough and rugged roads and lanes of Patna.  These  

are migrants from different parts of Bihar, in search of jobs, but as they do not have any skill and higher  

education they opt rickshaw pulling as their occupation. It was also observed that they live in poor  

condition with no facilities like education, health hygiene and housing etc. Thus, the objective of this  

paper is to assess the socio-economic condition of these rickshaw pullers whose livelihood depends  

solely on the mercy of their customers.  
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Introduction :The word 'rickshaw' originated from the  

Japanese word “Jinriksha” ('Jin'=human, 'riki'= power or  

force, 'sha'= vehicle) which literally means “human  

powered vehicle”. They first appeared in Japan around  

1868. Some American sources give the credit to an  

American Blacksmith, Albert Tolman for inventing  

rickshaw around 1848 in Worcester, Massachusetts for  

a missionary. By 1914, it was introduced in China. Here,  

they were initially used to transport passengers. Soon  

after, rickshaws appeared in many big cities of South- 

East Asia and in India. 

Around 1880, rickshaws appeared in India. In 

Shimla, traders used it to transport goods. Later in 

1920s it was used to carry passengers to and fro 

through the streets of Calcutta which eventually spread in 

all big and small towns of north India. In late 20s, they 

were banned in several cities for causing traffic 

congestion and their number is still decreasing. 

However, environmentalists have supported the 

retention of cycle rickshaws as a non-polluting and 

inexpensive mode of transport. 

Objectives of the Study : 

The main aim of this study is to bring out the detailed  

analysis of the social, economic and domestic condition 
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of rickshaw pullers in Patna. Apart from these, the other 

objectives are to know the literacy rate among rickshaw 

pullers and their family, their level of satisfaction, their 

life style, living condition and to know if they are 

politically active and aware of their rights. 

Study area : 

The survey has been carried out in Boring road, 

Boring Canal road, Bailey road and Patna junction of 

Patna Municipal Corporation. 
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This area is located at the junction of 25  37' N 
latitude and 82 037' E  longitude. Patna is situated on the 

southern levee of river Ganga. The total area of the 

Patna Municipal Corporation is around 57 Sq. Km. It is 

the largest city of the state with a populatioin size of 

1442992 (sensus 2001). 

Methodology : 

The project has been carried out with the help of field 

survey and data interpretation. 

Hundred rickshaw pullers have been interviewed on a 

random basis. 

This study has been carried out through Personal 

interview on the basis of a structured questionnaire. 
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