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Domestic violence is one of the crimes against women which is linked to their disadvantageous 

position in the society. Domestic violence refers to violence against women especially in matrimonial 

homes. Domestic violence manifests in many ways - spousal, man on woman and woman on man; 

adults' children and children on adults; woman on woman and man on man. Sometimes, domestic 

violence also manifests as family wars or clan wars. The percentage of domestic violence is always 

more in countries where the laws and social norms diminish the status of women. Woman is usually the 

chief victim of domestic violence. Therefore domestic violence is recognized as a significant barrier to 

empowerment of women. However, an attempt has been made to study and measure the incidence and 

prevalence of domestic violence against women and also to keep an eye on men and children who are 

also being seen victimized these days. An escape from abuse in domestic set ups is almost 

impossible, correction being a more practical solution.  
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Introduction :Domestic violence, that is any act of  

physical, sexual, or psychological abuse, or the threat of  

such abuse, inflicted against a woman by a person  

intimately connected to her through marriage, family  

relation, or acquaintanceship is universal and has its  

root in the socio-cultural set up of the society. Looking at  

the domestic front, starting from the Vedic age to the  

twenty first century, women in India perhaps have never  

experienced equal rights and freedom compared to their  

male counterparts. The concept of 'Ardhangini' [half of  

the body] seems to be restricted only to literatures and  

have never been implemented in practical life. In  

addition to this, extracts from Ramcharitamanas of  

Tulsidas like 'Dhol, Gauwnaar, Shudra, Pashu aur Nari;  

Sakal Tadan ke Adhikari' [drums, uncivilized illiterates,  

lower castes, animals and women are all fit to be beaten]  

besides other indicators like Parda system [hiding the  

face in veils], Sati system [self immersion of the lady in  

her husband's pyre] reflect the subordination of women  

to men. In short, it is always the women who have to be  

in the tight rope, subject to inequality and looked down  

as an inferior sex.  Starting from childhood to the end of  

her life she has to be under the control of father or  

husband or son. The subordinate status of women  

combined with socio cultural norms that are inclined  

towards patriarchy and masculinity can be considered 
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as an important factor in triggering domestic violence. In  

view of the prevalence as well as the pervasiveness of  

domestic violence, many researchers in the past have  

attempted to assess the situation besides exploring its  

possible cause and subsequent consequences for  

society in general and women in particular. INCLEN  

(2000), found it as a problem that cuts across age,  

education, social class and religion in India. The same  

study is of the view that 40 percent women had  

experienced at least one form of physical violence in  

their married life. While many researchers come out with  

findings that lifestyle of men such as smoking,  

alcoholism and drugs promote men to commit domestic  

violence (Leonard, 1992; McKenry et al., 1995; Rao,  

1997 and Bhatt, 1998. Another study among Uttar  

Pradesh by Gerstein (2000) is of the view that low  

educational level and poverty are important reasons for  

domestic violence. Further, marriage at a younger age  

makes women vulnerable to domestic violence (Mishra,  

2000; Hindin, 2002 and Rao, 1997. Over two decades,  

domestic violence against women has become a matter  

of serious concern in both developed and developing  

countries. It is an act, which is not only an issue of  

human right but also of economic development as  

violence of any kind has a detrimental impact on the  

economy of a country through increased health 
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